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Get to know 
Welcome to Yorkshire is the county’s official tourism agency. We have gained 
a reputation as the leading tourism agency in the UK, we’d like your business 
to be part of that so we can achieve even more together.  To find out how your 
business can get involved call Tracy Commons on 0113 322 3570



 
Welcome to Yorkshire 2012 and beyond. 
 
 
 
We are delighted to be involved in this event, which will look at the key ways in which our 
county can boost the economy through different sectors. 
 
It provides us with a great opportunity to not only work together, but help shape the future of 
our county – and indeed country – by identifying our strengths, goals and how to achieve 
them. 
 
As a county, Yorkshire has the ability to rival anywhere in the world. Take tourism, for 
example. It’s been a good three years for the county’s third biggest sector since Welcome to 
Yorkshire was launched. 2009 saw the old Yorkshire Tourist Board evolve into the more 
dynamic Welcome to Yorkshire destination management organisation. 
 
It also saw the creation of multi award-winning www.Yorkshire.com – the official site for 
tourists from around the corner and the world. 
 
In the last three years, Welcome to Yorkshire’s marketing, online and PR work to promote the 
county – alongside the several thousand tourism businesses – has seen domestic holiday 
visitor numbers rise by around 26%. The county now welcomes around 216m people 
annually. 
 
Just as impressive, our work has also seen the value of Yorkshire’s tourism economy rocket 
from £5.9bn to more than £7bn – a rise of over £1.1bn. That’s been achieved to a backdrop of 
tough financial times globally, and I believe there’s even more room for growth. 
 
Our work in marketing the county to people in Yorkshire, the UK and the world has seen us 
win the World Travel Award for World’s Leading Marketing Campaign for the second year 
running – beating the likes of Egypt, Spain, South Africa, Brazil and Abu Dhabi to name just a 
few. This is just one example of how Yorkshire can take on – and beat – the world’s biggest 
brands and destinations. One of the key’s to this success is working together. 
 
We have now made an official bid to bring the Tour de France to Yorkshire, which would be 
worth millions to the county’s economy and put Yorkshire in the shop window, as the event is 
broadcast worldwide. You can Back le Bid at www.yorkshire.com/backlebid  
 
It’s also another statement of intent that Yorkshire means business on a worldwide stage – a 
great place to do business and leading choice for inward investment. 
 
Welcome to Yorkshire is continuing to work with businesses across Yorkshire to increase the 
county’s visitor economy, and help support and grow the 250,000 jobs already existing in the 
sector. 
 
To find out how to get more involved with our work, see www.yorkshire.com/industry  
 
We hope you enjoy the conference!  
 
Gary Verity  
Chief Executive, Welcome to Yorkshire 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome to Yorkshire 2012 and Beyond, a conference focusing on issues specific to 
Yorkshire and Humber’s local economies, supported by the All Party Parliamentary 
Group (APPG) for Yorkshire & Northern Lincolnshire.  
 
With the emergence of City Regions, Local Enterprise Partnerships, and the clear 
commitment by all major Political Parties to genuine “localism”, is now the right time to 
establish a new, regionally-based, cross-Party group of Yorkshire and Northern Lincolnshire 
MPs? The clear consensus is “yes”.  
 
The question of whether to join political forces in the greater interests of Yorkshire and 
Northern Lincolnshire has been something that we and a number of our fellow MPs have 
been asking ourselves of late.  
 
The answer has come, loud and clear, that now – perhaps more than ever – is the time to put 
Party Politics aside and work together as MPs to help unlock the growth that our local 
constituents need, however they may choose to vote.  
 
The fact is that the region of Yorkshire and Northern Lincolnshire does not get the attention or 
credit it deserves, in terms of the critical role it plays for the UK economy – e.g. it provides 
almost 20% of the UK’s electricity needs and almost 30% of the country’s petrochemical 
products, so vital to industry. It also has unparalleled potential for future, sustainable growth.  
 
The year ahead promises to be fundamental to the future economic success of the region, 
with an array of key investment and economic policy decisions anticipated. These relate to a 
wide range of organisations - from global industry giants to Whitehall Departments - covering 
a host of sectors where the region has unique potential.  
 
Now feels exactly the right time to establish a new, cross-Party commitment for the region as 
a whole, to fight for the greater good of Yorkshire and Northern Lincolnshire – and we are 
delighted to be supporting our first conference, organised in partnership with Dods, which we 
want to build on the momentum from the APPG’s launch in March by giving us an opportunity 
to focus further on the detail of the issues that affect the future prosperity of our region.  
 
The findings from the conference will be brought to Westminster and will be published as a 
report for MPs and Peers. By contributing to today’s debate, you will be helping Yorkshire and 
Northern Lincolnshire make its voice heard in Westminster.  
 
We hope you enjoy the conference and thank you for your support for the APPG. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Andrew Percy MP     Barry Sheerman MP  
Joint Chair       Joint Chair 
Yorkshire and Northern Lincolnshire   Yorkshire and Northern Lincolnshire 
All Party Parliamentary Group     All Party Parliamentary Group 



Agenda 

 
 
 
09:30  Registration 
 Tea, coffee & pastries served  

Viewing of the exhibition 
 
 
10:00 Yorkshire in 2012 – where we are now on economic growth in the region 

 
Welcome and Introduction 

• Ella Uziell-Hamilton, Dods Engagement  
• Gary Verity, Chief Executive, Welcome to Yorkshire 

 
Keynote Speeches 

• Rt Hon Hilary Benn MP, Shadow Secretary of State for Communities 
and Local Government  

• Barry Sheerman MP, Co-Chair APPG Yorkshire & North Lincolnshire 
 

Panel speakers: 
• Andrew Percy MP, Co-Chair APPG Yorkshire & North Lincolnshire 
• Councillor Peter Box, Chair, LGYH 
• Gary Verity, Chief Executive, Welcome to Yorkshire 
• Martin Wainwright, Northern Editor, The Guardian 

 
 
11.15 Morning breakout sessions  
 
 
Breakout 1: Made in Yorkshire: Creating the environment for a strong 

manufacturing base; the role of government and business 
 

The 2011 Dods Manufacturing Report suggested 5 key asks of government 
to improve the future outlook for manufacturing in the UK. This breakout 
session will look in detail at the 5 asks and how partnerships locally between  
local and central government and business will improve the future for 
manufacturing in Yorkshire, in particular it will look at:  
 

• Promoting access to finance for business 
• Creating the atmosphere for growth and recruitment 
• Ensuring government support through procurement strategies 

 
Panel: 

• Joe Chapman, Dods Engagement (Chair) 
• Meg Munn MP 
• Mark Goldstone, Leeds, York and North Yorkshire Chamber of 

Commerce  
• David Workman, Director General, Confederation of Paper Industries 

 
 
 
 



 
 
Breakout 2: A Northern Hub: Connecting Yorkshire and surrounding areas 

 
There are many plans in the pipeline to better connect the region, through the 
Northern Hub, High Speed Rail, and beyond; but is this enough? And what 
needs to be done to ensure strong UK wide connections to encourage growth 
in the region? This session will look at how this new network will help foster 
economic growth and what other planned projects and ideas can do to 
maximise existing transport infrastructure. 
 
 
Panel: 

• Elliot Grainger, Dods Engagement (Chair) 
• Angela Smith MP 
• Paul Lynch, MD at Stagecoach Yorkshire 
• David Hogarth, Director, Development, Metro 

 
 

 
Breakout 3:  Green Shoots of Recovery: Green growth in Yorkshire 

 
Strong economic growth may have been seen in the past as a priority that 
should ride rough shod over good environmental stewardship and 
responsible action against climate change. All parties are speaking of the 
need to marry environmental and economic policies to ensure sustainable 
growth is possible –  with “green” and renewables-based sectors (such as off-
shore wind and low-carbon energy) providing some of the greatest economic 
growth potential across the region.  
 
This session will explore whether enough is actually being done to unlock the 
full potential offered by green technologies and help businesses to diversify 
into the “green economy”.  
 
 
Panel: 

• Ella Uziell-Hamilton, Dods Engagement (Chair) 

• Andrew Percy MP  
• Rhys Thomas, Director of Renewables Delivery, Renewable UK 
• Jonathan Briggs, Managing Director, 2Co Power (Yorkshire) Ltd 
• Dr Stephen Brown, Director, CO2Sense  

 
 
 
12.15 Lunch  
 



13.00 Afternoon breakout sessions 
 
 
 
Breakout 4: Manufacturing the Skills for Employment  

 
The 2011 Dods UK Manufacturing Dialogue research report raised the 
concern of the future of the UK skills base. This break-out will cover long-term 
skills and training, from school age upwards, looking at the pressures on the 
Higher and Further Education systems, as well as on the alternative options 
open to school leavers choosing a vocational route.  
 
 
Panel: 

• Joe Chapman, Dods Engagement (Chair) 

• David Ward MP 
• Jenifer Burden, Director, National STEM Centre 
• Dave Dalton, CEO, British Glass 
• Richard Caborn, Strategic Advisor AMRC Sheffield 
 
 
 

Breakout 5:  Yorkshire International: connecting Yorkshire to the world 
   

The Dods Connecting Britain dialogue partners will join with regional experts 
to discuss what needs to be done to grow Yorkshire as a leading international 
hub and to enable it to play its part in connecting Britain to the rest of the 
world. 
 
 

  Panel: 
• Elliot Grainger, Dods Engagement (Chair) 
• Fabian Hamilton MP  
• Rebecca Taylor MEP 
• John Parkin, Leeds Bradford Airport 

 
 
Breakout 6:  The Culture Question: The importance of culture and sport in attracting 

tourism and inward investment  
 
Culture in Yorkshire is thriving and is central to attracting visitors and 
encouraging investment, growth and jobs. But with major cuts to arts funding 
posing a challenge for Yorkshire’s cultural institutions, what needs to be done 
to ensure its unique and valuable cultural heritage is maintained? 
 
Panel: 

• Ella Uziell-Hamilton, Dods Engagement (Chair) 
• Gerry Sutcliffe MP  
• Gary Verity, Chief Executive, Welcome to Yorkshire  
• Keith Madeley MBE, Chair, Yorkshire Society 
• Andy Carver, Development Manager, Yorkshire Sculpture Park 

 
 



14.00 Yorkshire beyond 2012 - Optimism for the Future? 
 
A discussion on the future of the region chaired by Gary Verity, Chief Executive, 
Welcome to Yorkshire 

 
 
14.45 Networking reception and afternoon tea   
 
 
15.30 Conference closes 
 
 



Rt Hon Hilary Benn MP 
Shadow Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government 
 
Following Labour's 1997 General Election victory, Hilary was appointed as special adviser to 
the Rt Hon David Blunkett MP, Secretary of State for Education and Employment. In 1999, he 
was elected as Member of Parliament for Leeds Central.  
 
After serving as a minister, he was appointed to the Cabinet as the Secretary of State for 
International Development in 2003. From 2007 until the 2010 General Election, he was 
Secretary of State for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs. He played a leading role in 
putting the Climate Change Act and the Marine and Coastal Access Act on the statute book, 
and he established the South Downs National Park. He was elected to Ed Miliband’s first 
Shadow Cabinet in October 2010 and was the Shadow Leader of the House of Commons 
until being appointed the Shadow Secretary for Communities and Local Government in 
September 2011.  
 
 
Jonathan Briggs 
Managing Director, 2Co Power (Yorkshire) Ltd 
 
Jonathan has over 20 years of experience within the energy sector, and has lived and worked 
in the US, Europe, Asia and North Africa. Prior to joining 2Co Energy as the Managing 
Director of the Don Valley Power Project in August of this year, Jonathan led the Hydrogen 
Energy Joint Venture in California, and was responsible for managing the $2.5 billion HECA 
IGCC with Carbon Capture and Storage project that is now under development by SCS 
Energy. He has broad experience spanning Schlumberger and BP's upstream, gas, power & 
renewable energy businesses.  
 
Jonathan joined Schlumberger in 1989 as a Field Engineer working in the North Sea and 
North Africa, prior to joining BP. After an initial tour in Anchorage, Alaska, Jonathan spent 5 
years living and working in Asia managing the gas development and multi million tonne sales 
for the Tangguh Liquified Natural Gas (LNG) project now in production in Indonesia. After a 
return to the UK to work in the Executive office for BP, Jonathan was appointed a director of 
BP Alternative Energy's Hydrogen Energy joint venture and was responsible for managing all 
the North American activities including the California based HECA project. 
 
 
Dr Stephen Brown 
Director, CO2Sense  
 
Dr Stephen Brown is Director of Strategy and Innovation at CO2Sense CIC.  In CCS, 
Stephen’s role is to work with industry, investors, regulators and government to enable the 
development of carbon capture and storage in Yorkshire and Humber through the 
establishment of a shared CO2 transport network. Stephen has a background in coal 
combustion and sustainable energy and gained a PhD in Chemistry at the Northern Carbon 
Research Laboratory, University of Newcastle Upon Tyne. 
 



 
 
Jenifer Burden 
Director, National STEM Centre 
 
Jenifer Burden spent thirteen years as a teacher and Head of Science in several 
comprehensive schools. In 2001 she joined the Association for Science Education as Director 
for the Science Year project. Jenifer is the author and editor of a wide range of school science 
textbooks and interactive resources. In addition to print materials Jenifer is experienced in 
commissioning and producing video and animation for interactive teaching resources and 
CPD training materials. 
 
In September 2002 Jenifer moved to the Centre for Innovation and Research in Science 
Education (University of York) as Co-director for the Twenty First Century Science, an 
innovative curriculum for GCSE science that was highly influential in shaping the new 
Programme of Study for Key Stage 4 science, in particular the increased focus on ‘How 
Science Works’. 
 
Jenifer now works as Director of the National Stem Centre. The £5 million Centre, funded by 
the Gatsby Charitable Foundation is scheduled to open in September 2009. It is co-located 
with the existing National Science Learning Centre, at the University of York. 
 
 
Councillor Peter Box 
Chair, Local Government Yorkshire & Humber 
 
Councillor Box was first elected in 1982 and became Leader of the Council in August 1998 
where he faced the difficult task of changing the fortunes of an under achieving local 
authority. Since his appointment Councillor Box has succeeded in leading the transformation 
of Wakefield MDC into a modern and efficient authority.  Wakefield is now a 4 star “Excellent” 
authority and in 2006 was voted Britain’s “Best Small City for Business”.  In 2010 Peter was 
awarded a CBE for Services to Local Government. 
  
Peter became Chair of the LGA’s Economy and Transport Board in 2010 and sits on the LGA 
Executive. Peter is also Chair of both Local Government Yorkshire and Humber and the 
Leeds City Region Leader’s Board.  He is also a Board Member of the Leeds City Region 
Local Enterprise Partnership and the Yorkshire Tourist Board, Welcome to Yorkshire. 
 
Peter is a member of the National Policy Forum, the Labour Party's policymaking body, and is 
Vice Chair of the Party’s Regional Board having previously served as its Chair. 
  
Having been raised in Castleford Peter has a strong and passionate connection with the 
Wakefield District. He is a Trustee for the Yorkshire Sculpture Park, The Hepworth Wakefield 
and the National Coal Mining Museum for England, three of the District’s most iconic 
attractions.  He is also a member of the Board of Welcome to Yorkshire. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rt Hon Richard Caborn 
Strategic Advisor AMRC Sheffield 
 
Mr Caborn has been a Trade Union Official at Firth Browns, Sheffield and was Vice President 
of the Sheffield Trades Council and is a Member of the AEEU Union. Elected to the House of 
Commons at the 1983 General Election for the constituency, Sheffield Central he was the MP 
until May 2010 when he retired.  He was also Member of the European Parliament for 
Sheffield 1979-1984. 
 
Mr Caborn was Chairman of the Trade and Industry Select Committee 1992-1995.  He was a 
Member of the Opposition Trade and Industry Team between 1987-1990 and is a former 
member of the European Economic Community Select Committee.  He was the Shadow 
Minister for National Competitiveness and Regulation in the Office of the Deputy Prime 
Minister and opposition spokesman for economic development and the English Regions. 
 
He served as the longest continuous Sports Minister from 2001-2007 at the Department for 
Culture, Media and Sport; Minister for Trade at the DTi from 1999-2001and from 1997-1999 
he was the Minister for Regions, Regeneration and Planning at the Department for the 
Environment, Transport and the Regions. 
 
In 2010 he became the Strategic Advisor to the University of Sheffield at the Advanced 
Manufacturing Research Centre. 
 
 
Andy Carver 
Development Manager, Yorkshire Sculpture Park 
 
After 13 years as a community artist in the East Midlands, Andy Carver moved to Yorkshire in 
1992, holding a series of positions at Yorkshire & Humberside Arts Board and Yorkshire Arts 
Board, becoming Chief Executive of Yorkshire Arts shortly before the 2002 merger of the arts 
board with Arts Council England. From 2002 to 2010 he was Executive Director for Arts 
Council England’s Yorkshire region, before leaving to take a planned career break, 
punctuated by some freelance cultural consultancy.   
 
He recently joined Yorkshire Sculpture Park as Head of Development 012.   A Lancastrian by 
birth, a Mancunian by upbringing and a Yorkshireman by profession, Andy maintains 
connections to his roots on the wrong side of the hill through his obsessive allegiance to a 
recently successful football team. 
 
 
Dave Dalton 
CEO, British Glass 
 
An analytical chemist and post-graduate glass technology by training, (University of Sheffield) 
Dave has worked in the glass industry for over 30 years.  Beginning his career with the 
industry’s Research Association (BGIRA), in the Analytical Chemistry laboratories, then 
progressing to manage other areas including Glass Technology, I.T., Melting & Production, 
and finally the wider R&D function.  In the mid 90’s he was then appointed the lead technical 
role as General Manager, before becoming Technical Director for Glass Technology Services 
Ltd in 2001.    
 
Following successfully reshaping the technical business and turning around its financial 
performance, to deliver good financial stability to the group, he was ultimately appointed to 
the position of British Glass CEO, taking overall responsibility for both the trade federation 



supporting and representing the whole of the UK glass industry and its supply chain, whilst 
also maintaining financial and functional responsibility for the technology business GTS. 
 
Dave represents the whole of the glass industry sector providing support for all of general 
issues and concerns.  He sits on many working groups, committees and sector Boards at UK 
and EU level including Glass Alliance Europe, CETIE, GMS as well as the British Glass 
Board, and acts as a spokesperson and champion for glass as both a material and product. 
 
 
Mark Goldstone  
Head of Representation and Policy, Leeds, York and North Yorkshire Chamber of Commerce  
 
Mark heads up the Chamber’s business representation activities advising local authorities, 
politicians, government departments and ministers on regional member issues and business 
sentiment. He is responsible for the Chamber’s research function providing evidence and 
intelligence on issues as far afield as planning and infrastructure investment to overseas 
trade, education and skills. He holds a Masters degree from the University of Birmingham and 
has just completed an MBA with Leeds Business School.  

 

 
Fabian Hamilton MP  
MP for Leeds North East 
 
Prior to his election to Parliament, Fabian was a Councillor on Leeds City Council, holding 
posts including the Chair of the Race Equality Committee and the Education Committee. 
Elected to his Leeds North East constituency in 1997, Fabian was appointed to the influential 
House of Commons Foreign Affairs Committee in 2001. He was reappointed in 2005. In 2010 
he was appointed to the Political and Constitutional Reform Select Committee and was also 
appointed to the Shadow Treasury Team as PPS to Rachel Reeves.  
 
Fabian started an All-Party Parliamentary Group on Prison Health, which he now chairs and 
was elected Chairman of the All-Party Parliamentary Hospice and Palliative Care Group. He 
is also Secretary of the All-Party Motor Group and an Officer of the Anglo-French 
Parliamentary Group. He is a member of the Executive Committee of Labour Friends of Israel 
and the Vice-Chairman of the All-Party Iran Group. He is a trustee of the charity Heart 
Research UK.  

 
David Hogarth 
Director, Development, Metro and Representative Leeds City Region 
 
David’s is a member of Metro’s Executive Board and has responsibility for the Development 
Directorate. This encompasses Rail strategy and delivery, Planning (including the Local 
Transport Plan and City Region Transport Strategy) and Projects including new stations and 
the proposed NGT TrolleyBus system for Leeds. David has worked for Metro for 14 years, 
previously as Rail Services Manager and then Assistant Director, Development. David has an 
M.Sc in Transport Planning from the University of Newcastle and worked for JMP Consultants 
and the City of York Council prior to joining Metro. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Paul Lynch 
Managing Director, Stagecoach Yorkshire 
 
Paul has worked in the bus industry, through deregulation, tendering and privatisations, for 
nearly 30 years. He has worked for London Transport in East London and then for 
Stagecoach in the south of England, Sweden, the East Midlands and, since 2006, Yorkshire.  
 
Stagecoach Yorkshire operates buses in Sheffield, Doncaster & Rotherham and is the main 
operator in Barnsley, the Dearne Valley and Chesterfield. Stagecoach is the first bus 
company in decades to create network wide passenger growth in South Yorks since it took 
over the Yorkshire Traction Group in 2006 – achieved by improved punctuality & reliability, 
simpler and more frequent networks, value for money fares, significant fleet investment, 
partnership working and marketing activity aimed at non users. 
 
As is usual with two teenage sons Paul has no hobbies of his own with his own work and their 
hobbies accounting for all available hours. He does however run (slowly) for Newark Athletic 
Club where he lives. 
 
 
 
Keith Madeley MBE 
 
Keith Madeley is Chairman and Ambassador for a number of organisations in both the 
Corporate and Voluntary Sectors. In respect of the latter he chairs amongst others the 
Yorkshire Society, The Prince's Trust for Yorkshire and the Humber and Yorkshire Business 
in the Arts.  
 
His focus is always on how Yorkshire can be promoted as a Region for both business and 
leisure. 
 
 
 
Meg Munn MP  
MP for Sheffield Heely, Member Associate Parliamentary Manufacturing Group  
 
Meg Munn has been a Member of Parliament for the constituency of Sheffield Heeley since 
the 2001 General Election.  A former Foreign Office Minister, Meg has an active involvement 
in world affairs including a spell as Chair of the Westminster Foundation for Democracy 
(WFD), of which she is currently a Vice-Chair. Meg is a linguist, and is fluent in German, 
French, conversational Italian and Spanish and is currently learning to speak basic Arabic.  
 
Prior to becoming a Member of Parliament Meg was Assistant Director of Children’s Services 
for a local authority. As  Minister for Women & Equality Meg took a great interest in the 
situation of women at work, an interest she continues – she provided the Foreword to 
‘Diversity and the Economy’ (2006) and last year edited ‘Unlocking Potential: perspectives on 
women in science, engineering & technology’ (2011).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



John Parkin  
Leeds Bradford Airport 
 
John Parkin was Chief Executive at Bristol Airport (1996-2002) and Newcastle International 
Airport (2002-2007).  He has a strong track record of growing passenger numbers (+50% 
during his tenure at both airports) and profits (which doubled at both airports during his 
tenure). 
John Parkin is a Yorkshire man, born in Sheffield in September 1954.  John’s career in the 
travel industry is very broad. He has experience in travel retailing, tour operating, airport 
retailing, business acquisitions and financial services over 20 years with the Thomas Cook 
Group in the UK, North America, Far East and Australia; in shipping with the P&O Group and 
more recently, he has over 10 years experience of managing Bristol and Newcastle 
International Airports as Chief Executive. John successfully led both airports through periods 
of significant growth in all aspects of the business operations including staff training and 
people development, route development, new build projects such as terminal and other key 
airport facilities, marketing, retail and commercial development.   
 
 
Andrew Percy MP  
Co-Chair APPG Yorkshire & North Lincolnshire 
 
Andrew is the Conservative MP for the Brigg and Goole constituency where he also lives in 
the small village of Airmyn, near Goole. The constituency is unique in covering parts of East 
Yorkshire, where he was born and grew up, and North Lincolnshire.  
 
Before elected to Parliament Andrew was a local school teacher, most recently teaching in 
Scunthorpe at an Infant School, although actually a Secondary History teacher and previously 
taught in several schools in Hull. As a result he has made education and young people’s 
issues some of his top priorities in Parliament. He continues to serve as a School Governor 
and have also served as a Councillor. 
 
Andrew is an MP known for his strong support of local issues and serves on the Regulatory 
Reform Committee. He has taken interest in many areas chiefly education, and plays an 
active part in the APPG on Financial Education for Young People. Andrew recently chaired an 
inquiry entitled ‘Financial Education and the Curriculum’ which has been submitted to the 
national curriculum review and debated in the House of Commons. 
 
 
Barry Sheerman MP  
MP for Huddersfield, Co-Chair APPG Yorkshire & North Lincolnshire,  
 
Barry Sheerman currently chairs The Skills Commission, has extensive experience in 
educational issues and played a key role in education policy and debates. Formerly Chairman 
of the House of Commons Select Committee for Children, Schools and Families from 2007 
and the Education and Skills Committee from 2001-2007. His interests also include economic 
affairs, environmental sustainability and transport safety. 
 
Barry is an energetic social and political entrepreneur having initiated over 30 different social 
enterprises over the past 20 years. He is Chairman of Policy Connect (which runs a number 
of policy forums and parliamentary groups), the Parliamentary Advisory Council on Transport 
Safety, Urban Mines (an environmental charity), The John Clare Trust and The Dominic 
Rogers Trust, all of which he helped establish. Mr Sheerman is also a visiting professor of 
Social Enterprise at the University of Huddersfield. 
 



 
 
Angela Smith MP 
MP for Penistone and Stocksbridge, Shadow Deputy Leader of the House 
 
Angela has held many positions of responsibility during her time in parliament. Between 2005 
and 2008, she was PPS to Yvette Cooper. A former member of the Transport Select 
Committee and an assistant opposition whip from 2010 to Oct 2011 she is currently the 
Shadow Deputy Leader of the House. 
 
Her main interests are education, transport, the skills agenda and the natural environment.    
 
 
 
Gerry Sutcliffe MP  
MP for Bradford South 
 
Born in Salford in 1953, Gerry Sutcliffe soon moved to Bradford where his journey to the top 
tiers of British politics began. Gerry left Cardinal Hinsley Grammar School at 16 to work as a 
salesman for local department store Brown Muffs. He continued studying during his spare 
time at Bradford College. 
 
Time at the Telegraph & Argus newspaper followed, before he joined Fields Printers in Lidget 
Green in 1975. Here, he put his feet firmly on the political ladder; getting more and more 
involved in the printing union SOGAT (now Amicus). Soon it was Gerry the Union Deputy 
Branch Secretary, then not long after, Gerry the Councillor.  
 
Gerry has done stints at the Treasury and Whip's office before he became Consumer Affairs 
Minister at the Department for Trade & Industry, and worked at the Home Office and Ministry 
for Justice until he was promoted in June 2007 as Sports Minister.  
 
 
 
Rebecca Taylor MEP 
MEP for Yorkshire & Humberside Region 
 
Rebecca Taylor, Liberal Democrat MEP for Yorkshire and the Humber, was born in 
Todmorden, West Yorkshire in 1975 and currently lives in Leeds. She has a BA in Japanese 
and Management Studies from the University of Leeds, an MA in International Relations from 
the University of Kent and is currently finishing a Master´s degree in Public Health at King´s 
College London. Rebecca has been an active Liberal Democrat for over a decade at EU level 
and in the Yorkshire and Humber region. She was a European parliamentary candidate for 
the Yorkshire and Humber region in 2009 and a Westminster parliamentary candidate 
for Rotherham in the 2010 General Election.  
  
Rebecca´s professional background is in health and has included working with patients to 
help improve NHS services, undertaking health policy research and helping health sector 
organisations with their communications. Rebecca´s political interests include employment 
and investment in the Yorkshire and Humber region, particularly youth employment and 
training, and public health.  



 
Rhys Thomas 
Director of Renewables Delivery, Renewable UK 

Rhys Thomas joined RenewableUK in March 2009 as Supply Chain Policy Officer. He holds 
an M.Eng from Oxford University in Engineering, Economics & Management. During his 
career he spent nine years with Konica Minolta in various supply chain roles including Head 
of Logistics, two years with Lucy Switchgear as UK Materials Manager, and has four years 
supply chain experience in the automotive sector. His role at RenewableUK includes 
coordinating policy to support the development of a strong UK based supply chain for wind 
and marine renewables and he is secretariat for RenewableUK's Offshore Wind Delivery 
Group which works to maximise and accelerate the deployment of offshore wind through an 
efficient, safe and cost effective development and delivery process in the UK. 

 
Gary Verity  
Chief Executive, Welcome to Yorkshire 
 
Gary Verity is determined to make Yorkshire one of the world’s top visitor destinations. Since 
his appointment as Chief Executive of Welcome to Yorkshire in October 2008 he has 
successfully raised the profile of Yorkshire at a regional, national and international level.  
 
Having overseen the implementation of an integrated marketing and advertising campaign 
and the launch of an inspirational new website, www.yorkshire.com, Gary has already 
markedly improved the visibility of Yorkshire.  
 
A passionate Yorkshireman, in his spare time Gary is also an award-winning Dales sheep 
farmer and lives on a working farm near Leyburn. Since his late wife Helen was diagnosed 
with terminal cancer in 2004 he has raised more than £500,000 for cancer charities in 
Yorkshire. Helen died in December 2009 but Gary continues to raise money for their chosen 
charities, most recently by running the 2012 London Marathon. 
 
 
 
Martin Wainwright 
Northern Editor, The Guardian 
 
Martin has been northern editor of The Guardian for 17 years after joining the paper in 1976 
following work on local newspapers in Bath and Bradford and as a leader and feature writer 
on the London Evening Standard. He is a regular broadcaster on radio and TV and has 
written a number of books including True North which scorns the usual rubbish about gloom 
and grit.  
 
He was first chair of the National Lottery Charities Board in Yorkshire and the Humber and 
was awarded the MBE in 2000 for reforms which involved the public in grant-making, 
including the selection of some quango members by jury choice. He was born in Leeds and 
lives there with his wife Penny, a founding trustee of the Hepworth Wakefield. 
 



 
David Ward MP  
MP for Bradford East, Member of the Business Innovation and Skills Select Committee 
 
David Ward is a hard working local campaigner for the people of Bradford East. He has lived 
locally in Bradford with his wife Jackie for over thirty years. 
 
A local councillor with over twenty years' experience fighting for local people, David is leading 
high profile campaigns to tackle fuel poverty in Bradford, make car insurance more affordable 
and is fighting to get the much needed regeneration work started in Bradford City Centre. He 
has championed education in Bradford and fought for a fairer deal for Bradford schools. In the 
past twelve months he has played a key role in the campaign to save the cheque from being 
scrapped. 
 
Working for Bradford FC and Yorkshire County Cricket Club, David has helped young people 
in the local community get involved in sport - and was described a couple of years ago as "the 
man who does the most to promote community cohesion in Bradford." 
 
 
David Workman 
Director General, Confederation of Paper Industries 
 
David Workman is currently Director General of the Confederation of Paper Industries, a 
position to which he was appointed in April 2010. He was previously Director General of the 
British Glass Manufacturers Confederation, a post he held between 2001 and 2010. 
Additionally he was the President of the Glass Industry’s Brussels based European trade 
association, CPIV, between 2004 and 2009. 
 
His earlier career was spent working within the printing and glass industries in numerous 
sales and marketing roles, culmination in his appointment as Sales and Marketing Director of 
the UK’s largest glass container company, Rockware Glass, in 1995, a position which he held 
until 2001. 
 



Exhibitors 
 
 

 
Welcome to Yorkshire is the official destination management 
organisation for Yorkshire, working to grow the county’s 
visitor economy. 
 
It is a not-for-profit membership organisation, funded in part 
by grants, sponsorship and Welcome to Yorkshire members. 
All money raised is reinvested directly back into promoting 
Yorkshire. 

 
Tourism in Yorkshire is worth more than £7 billion annually, the county’s industry employs 
almost a quarter of a million people and there are 216 million visits to Yorkshire each year  
 

 
 
 
 

Formed in March 2012, the Group is hoping to 
act as a cross party champion for the economic 
recovery and future growth across Yorkshire, 
Humber and Northern Lincolnshire - looking to 
maximise future investment for the benefit of all 

of its local communities and local economies. The APPG brings MPs and Peers together with 
key leaders from industry, local government and the wider public and voluntary sectors to 
decide on clear and practical steps that will unlock growth across the region. 

The Group is focusing its attention, initially, on three specific issues, all linked to the 
overarching priority of encouraging sustainable economic growth in Yorkshire and Northern 
Lincolnshire: 

• Renewable energy – unlocking its growth, particularly in terms of off-shire wind, and 
harnessing the benefits for the region, in terms of jobs, skills improvements and wider 
community benefits. 

• Transport infrastructure – in particular the extension of High Speed Rail to the region and 
the establishment of the “Northern Hub” for rail services, as well as the wider infrastructure 
needed to unlock growth in the short term. 

• Tourism, culture and the regional brand – what are the challenges ahead and what more 
needs to be done to build on the recent increases in visitor numbers and ensure the region is 
in the forefront of thinking amongst potential visitors and investors? 

Further, vital themes that the Group is likely to focus on during its work ahead include banking 
and financial services, given their huge importance across the region; and the future success 
of our manufacturing industries, looking at the critical growth sectors and opportunities to 
expand the region’s manufacturing base. 



 
Local Government Yorkshire and Humber (LGYH) is the 32 
Member, cross-Party alliance of all local authorities across 
Yorkshire & Humber, which helps them to learn from each 
other, work together and collaborate on issues of common 
purpose. 

 
The councils in the region established LGYH in 2006 because they wanted to ensure there 
was a collective local government partnership in the region, which could help influence 
national and regional policies and debates, through a united voice, working in the best 
interests of local communities.  
 
LGYH’s membership comprises all 22 Local Councils, the four Police Authorities, four Fire 
and Rescue Authorities and two National Park Authorities across Yorkshire & Humber. 
Through its membership – local authority Leaders, Chairs and Chief Executives - it provides 
collective political and managerial leadership by: 

• Bringing together local authorities within the region to discuss, debate and share 
learning on the critical issues facing local government 

• Providing a forum for the development of collective, strategic responses to such 
critical issues, Government consultation exercises etc. 

• Contributing to and helping to influence Central Government policies on the future of 
local government 

• Supporting councils, police and fire authorities to collaborate, innovate and improve 
services 

• Supporting local authorities to improve as employers 
• Helping to facilitate a number of elected member and officer networks on priority 

issues – e.g. local government finance, health reform and social care  
• Influencing the role and priorities of the Local Government Association at national 

level, so that it has a better understanding of Yorkshire & Humber’s context 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Aviva is the UK’s largest insurer with over 14 million customers 
and 20,000 staff in the UK.  We’re proud of our connections with 
Yorkshire, where nearly 4,500 of our staff are based and actively 
involved in the community.  As part of Aviva’s Street to School 
programme, we provide funding to the Safe at Last project in 
Sheffield to help children who are vulnerable or at risk on the 
streets.   
 

We are sponsoring the York Science & Innovation Grand Tour 2012 and recently our 
colleagues in Leeds volunteered to help makeover the Leeds Children’s Charity buildings.  In 
2011, Aviva staff provided a total of 9000 hours of volunteering in Yorkshire. 
 

 
 
 



The British Glass Manufacturers' Confederation represents the 
UK's glass industry. From our offices in Sheffield we act as the 
industry's focal point, playing the principal role in communicating 
the concerns and aspirations of our Members to the Government, 
the European Union and other external interest groups and trade 
bodies.  With more than 50 years' experience of serving our 
members, we are instrumental in promoting glass as the first 

choice material for containers, flat glass, domestic glass, scientific glass, technical glass and 
glass fibre applications. 
 
Our technical arm, Glass Technology Services (GTS), is a world-renowned centre of 
excellence, helping companies around the globe to solve technical and production 
challenges. 
 
British Glass represents all sectors of the UK glass industry, these from containers, glazing 
and architectural glass domestic glass, producers of crystal, tableware, stemware and other 
decorative items to technical Glass and scientific glass. 
 

 
 
2Co Energy Ltd is the only UK company dedicated to capturing, using 
and permanently storing carbon emissions through large-scale low 
carbon power projects. The company was founded on two highly 
experienced teams; one with two decades of CO2 transportation and 
Enhanced Oil Recovery (EOR) operations experience, and the other 
with a background in developing some of the world’s most 
advanced CCS projects, providing an unparalleled wealth of 
experience.   
  
2Co is the developer of the Don Valley Power Project at Stainforth, 
near Doncaster, in South Yorkshire - one of the most advanced carbon 

capture and storage projects in Europe.  It was the only UK project to win funding (€180 
million) under the European Energy Programme for Recovery (EEPR) and is being 
considered for further funding under the NER300 programme by the European Commission.  
The project plans to start construction in 2013 and be in operation by 2016. 
 

 
 
Metro works on behalf of people and businesses across West Yorkshire, 
coordinating the county’s transport networks. This includes working with 
the five West Yorkshire districts to manage and implement the Local 
Transport Plan, and leading on Leeds City Region transport 
developments. These include the Leeds Rail Station Southern entrance, 
new stations at Kirkstall Forge, Apperley Bridge and Low Fell, which are 
all underway, the recent introduction of additional rail carriages, and the 
proposed NGT trolleybus network for Leeds. 
 
 

By supporting the West Yorkshire Travel Plan Network, Metro helps employers, tackle travel 
issues and cut business costs and congestion by encouraging the use of sustainable ways to 
travel. These include car-sharing, public transport, cycling and business relocation. Free to 
join, the Network has over 170 employer members, including health trusts, private 
businesses, Further and Higher Education, voluntary organisations and local government. 
Membership is free to employers that are committed to encouraging sustainable travel.  



 
RenewableUK is the trade and professional body 
for the UK wind and marine renewables industries. 
Formed in 1978, and with 644 corporate members, 
RenewableUK is the leading renewable energy 
trade association in the UK.  
 
In 2004, RenewableUK expanded its mission to 

champion wave and tidal energy and use the Association's experience to guide these 
technologies along the same path to commercialisation.  
 
Our primary purpose is to promote the use of wind, wave and tidal power in and around the 
UK. We act as a central point for information for our membership and as a lobbying group to 
promote wind energy and marine renewables to government, industry, the media and the 
public. We research and find solutions to current issues and generally act as the forum for the 
UK wind, wave and tidal industry, and have an annual turnover in excess of four million 
pounds. 
 

 
 

Boeing is the world’s leading aerospace company and the largest 
manufacturer of commercial jetliners and military aircraft. Our reach 
extends to customers in 90 countries around the world, and we are 
the number one U.S. exporter in terms of sales. 
 
Boeing employs over 1,200 people at numerous sites across the UK 

and the company is experiencing solid organic growth. The company’s long-standing 
relationship with British industry, the Armed Forces and the air transport industry dates back 
over 70 years. Today the UK remains a critically important market, supplier base and a 
source of some of the world’s most inventive technology partners. Boeing’s annual spend in 
the UK aerospace industry averages $1 billion per year and supports many thousands of jobs, 
in the process generating intellectual property, enhancing skills and facilitating exports. 
 
 
 

 
 

William Hill plc is an international betting and gaming 
company, but also a major retail sector employer in the 
UK. We have strong ties to the Leeds area where we 
have 700 staff in two major support offices in St John’s 
and City Walk. We operate out trading, security, HR, IT 

and other operational functions from Leeds which support a further 13,000 UK employees 
(half of those women and a third under 25). Those people are mainly employed across our 
2370 betting shops.  
 
We operate our highly regulated and highly taxed business (we pay as much in tax as we 
make in profit) in a socially responsible manner. For these reasons we believe our industry 
should not be excluded from the growth agenda because like other  parts of the leisure 
industry we have a real contribution to make to the economy  in terms of proportionate  tax 
and jobs



 

Thank you for attending this regional conference in Yorkshire.  
 
 
The results and information learnt here today will be used to inform our overall national 
programme over the course of 2012. However, in June we will be running two MP Roundtable 
events to look in detail at the feedback from this event, to inform the political conversation. In 
addition, a supplement focusing on Yorkshire will be made available through our magazine 
The House and online at PoliticsHome.com later in the summer.  
 
The final reports are due from the two dialogue programmes later in the year. 
 
To keep up-to-date with the on going work we are doing, for photos and reports on today’s 
conference please visit our website www.dodsevents.co.uk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information on the conference, including media and press please contact:  
 
Ella Uziell-Hamilton   0208 433 6796 
Head of Campaigns   ella.uziell-hamilton@dods.co.uk 
Dods Engagement 
 
 
For more information on Dods Engagement please contact:  
 
Joe Chapman    0207 593 5692 
Head of Research   joe.chapman@dods.co.uk  
Dods Engagement  
 
 
For more information on the APPG Yorkshire & North Lincolnshire please contact: 
 
Justin Homer    07825 315745 
Acting LGYH Director   justin.homer@lgyh.gov.uk   
 
 



Manufacturing in the Region – Yorkshire & Humberside

Dods Manufacturing Dialogue Roundtable

Wednesday 13th June, 08:45 – 10:15, CPA Room, Westminster Hall, Houses of Parliament 

Following our regional event Yorkshire 2012 and Beyond - Growing our Economy, Boosting

our Region. Please join us for further debate & discussion on Manufacturing in the region and

Westminster’s role in supporting its growth.

For more information or to RSVP please contact 

Lauren Jones on 020 7593 5667 or at lauren.jone@dods.co.uk

#ukmanufacturing

Connecting 
Britain

Connecting Yorkshire –  
Transport and Infrastructure in the Region

Following our regional event Yorkshire 2012 and Beyond: Growing our Economy, 
Boosting our Region. Please join us for further debate & discussion on transport 
and infrastructure in the region and Westminster’s role in supporting its growth.

#connectingbritain

Dods Connecting Britain Dialogue Roundtable
Wednesday 20th June, 08:30 – 10:00, Dining Room D, House of Commons

For more information or to RSVP please contact  
Ralph Buckle on 020 7593 5671 or at ralph.buckle@dods.co.uk
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Thanks to all our partners:

And our dialogue partners:

ALL PARTY PARLIAMENTARY
YORKSHIRE AND NORTHERN 
LINCOLNSHIRE GROUP




